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You're invited!

.. [0 love's Bridge Awareness Day.
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What: v

When: ¢ H)*

Where: v

Why:
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Party Themes

Traditional
Russia

There is too much to traditional
Russia to be summarized in a
single-page party guide, but think:
samovars and fairy tales, caviar
and serfs, great literary lights,
ballet dancers, famous composers,
long-lost princesses and bears.
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http://www.uraltourism.com/zhivago-tour.php
http://enc.slider.com/Enc/S.P.Dyagilev
http://www.russia-ic.com/culture_art/traditions/545/
http://www.russia-ic.com/culture_art/traditions/548/
http://www.russia-ic.com/culture_art/traditions/548/
http://www.russia-ic.com/culture_art/traditions/625/
http://smotri.com/video/view/?id=v5212f4de
http://smotri.com/video/view/?id=v5212f4de
http://www.russia-ic.com/culture_art/traditions/545/
http://www.russia-ic.com/culture_art/traditions/548/
http://www.russia-ic.com/culture_art/traditions/548/
http://www.russia-ic.com/culture_art/traditions/625/
http://www.2camels.com/maslenista-russia-mardi-gras.php
http://www.russian-language-for-lovers.com/russian-dance.html
http://www.chessbase.com/newsdetail.asp?newsid=1562
http://www.uraltourism.com/perm.php
http://www.bellona.no/bellona.org/english_import_area/international/russia/nuke_industry/co-operation/39511
http://www.utoronto.ca/tsq/09/lounsbery09.shtml
http://www.uraltourism.com/zhivago-tour.php
http://enc.slider.com/Enc/S.P.Dyagilev
http://smotri.com/video/view/?id=v5212f4de
http://www.russia-ic.com/culture_art/traditions/545/
http://www.russia-ic.com/culture_art/traditions/548/
http://www.russia-ic.com/culture_art/traditions/625/
http://www.film.ru/afisha/photo450.asp?code=BUGIKOST&number=22

Soviet Nostalgia

As the economic crisis kicks into full swing, it’s no longer only Russian pensioners who are coming down with a
bad case of Soviet nostalgia. In fact, | even noticed a few twenty-somethings among the grey heads at Lenin’s
birthday party in Perm’s central park the other day. Life was quite simply more predictable in Soviet times — there
was equality in education, jobs were dependable, and pensions weren’t laughable
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personal connections

“The well-known paradox whereby the fridges were full
while the stores were empty, was rooted in private
initiative. One of my friends "shopped" at the Central
House of Writers, another had "her own" butcher's,
where she entered through the back door. As for
myself, whenever | had lots of visitors or was in need of
boots, | would ask "my" hairdresser. She did the hair of
all the ladies in the area, so she had , connections -
the decisive word in Soviet middle class man's
thesaurus. One could survive without money, but not
without ”

-- writer Maya Turovskaya

For a better picture of what life
was like for the Soviet middle-
class, take a look at writer Maya
Turovskaya’s entertaining and
engaging article.
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http://www.oldfashionedliving.com/partygames.html
http://www.oldfashionedliving.com/partygames.html
http://www.oldfashionedliving.com/partygames.html
http://www.oldfashionedliving.com/partygames.html
http://www.frua.org/cultural/kidsgame.shtml
http://www.eurozine.com/articles/2002-08-30-turovskaya-en.html
http://www.oldfashionedliving.com/partygames.html
http://www.frua.org/cultural/kidsgame.shtml
http://englishrussia.com/?p=308
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"Russkoe Bednoe“/ Russian Povera

To get an idea of just how thrifty and creative Soviet citizens
were in building a relatively comfortable home out of a life of
eternal shortage and disaster, take a look at this popular art
exhibit, curated by the famous Muscovite Murat Guelman,
which made its debut in Perm in September, before traveling
on to Moscow, Milan and New York.

Here you’ll find fantastical art objects crafted from a mind-
boggling assortment of trash, much of it Soviet. Though it
won’t leave you with quite the same impression as watching
your landlord repair the light-fixture/shower/sink/plumbing/
fill-in-the-blank with glue and a little string, it will certainly
give you an idea of the cleverness bred of making do with little.



http://www.bednoe.ru/eng/
http://www.interactivitiesink.com/minigames/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Werewolf_(game)
http://crmafia.co.cc/index.php?topic=91.0
http://www.interactivitiesink.com/minigames/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Werewolf_(game)
http://crmafia.co.cc/index.php?topic=91.0
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Army/KGE

Ambhience
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The infamous KGB has long since been replaced by the more sober FSB,
but its memory lives on in our imagination. Since the great heroism and
loss of WWI, army life has acquired a similarly glorified historical place in
Russian culture — though for many young men, obliged to complete an
18-month service at age 18, its place can be brutally contemporary.
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Russian Kitsch

As much sincere affection as those of us who have spent much
time living in Russia have for the motherland, we would be
remiss not to recognize her occasional laughable qualities.

In short — Russia is a haven of abundance and variety for any
true connoisseur of kitsch. You’ll find it in tourist markets as
far west as East Berlin, in swank London hotels, on Turkish
beaches, and of course, in the politics section of any paper

Amhience [Book-cover translation: “The Book of Good Deeds.”]
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Stilyagi

Stilyagi (from “stil” or style) were a ragtag band of fashion-obsessed, counter-culture, be-bopping Russian beatniks
who stormed Moscow in the early 1950s. A recent Russian musical celebrates the glamour and daring of this group

of twenty-somethings who challenged the grey of Soviet communal living and conformity.
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9zIw3ewaA-Q
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sD7JcIsfjGw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sD7JcIsfjGw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TyGOf0jdOoQ&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9zIw3ewaA-Q
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Online translator with transliteration:

http://translation.paralink.com/
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“The word normalnois very
useful in Russian. It sums up
what everyone there is yearning
for: to live a normal life. Not
straining every sinew to beat the
Americans at their own game.
Not leading the world in some
mad competition to prove that
"our' system is better. A
normal life is all the Russians
want just now, thank you. Not
all Russians would go quite so
far as the young soldier who was
asked by a foreign journalist
how the siege of parliament was
going. As a burst of machine-
gun fire made them both duck,
he said with a shrug,
‘Normalno’. ™

W / '



http://www.langust.ru/review/xeno-ru5.shtml
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dlJw08uMvE4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h2nyriSmpNc&feature=PlayList&p=61D2C36616BD6EB5&playnext=1&playnext_from=PL&index=10
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=01tKiAMUHUo&feature=PlayList&p=D3BA62E7E279E0D5&playnext=1&playnext_from=PL&index=47
http://translation.paralink.com/

Russian Miss Manners
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You can never go wrong with
flowers weethe
... 0h, yes, you can!
$
Russians are serious about their flowers. They are 3 &
expensive and quite costly is your mistake if you
give the wrong color or number. Your recipient’s U
discomfort will be quite visible!
Do not give yellow flowers. b
Give flowers in odd numbers -- flowers in even
numbers are traditionally laid on graves and are
associated with commemorating the dead.
LA \/ ~
Meeting
" ! tmya 3 4 0 < “otchestvo” 3 i 4 0 <
~family” 3 4 0 imya otchestro 10
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imya otchesto " It's all in a AME...
9
Many Russians born during the Soviet period
(1917-1991) have names made up of acronyms of
0 T T » heroes of the revolution, such as: Mels (Marx,
- - % > %+ + + Engels, Lenin, Stalin), Ninel (Lenin backwards
> C C 8 C C - this is a girl's name), Dazdraperma (also for
C C P d 3 girls, short for " Three cheers for the first of
P 4 May"), Zikata (Zinoviev, Kamenev, Trotsky:

this one fell out of favour in the 1930s when they

0 % > all met a sticky end), Melor (Marx, Engels,
S+ b b Lenin, October Revolution).
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http://www.langust.ru/review/xeno-ru5.shtml

Extra Goodies

Russian films:
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Russian music:
0 " And if you're still

0 >0 curious what a
traditional Russian
party looks like,
here’s a peek.
Ahout Town: Perm



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=suP747sllwk&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5sVY2JUdXj4&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5sVY2JUdXj4&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hrT6kspmlbM&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hrT6kspmlbM&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hrT6kspmlbM&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jJhNiEXbB9M
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zmSXng4zedQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GzeuxbthFg8&feature=PlayList&p=7A337389395D6A6B&playnext=1&playnext_from=PL&index=7
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V-D3c25_3l8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x163jnfpYck&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nc5lWHYIuEg
http://www.uraltourism.com/perm.php
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=suP747sllwk&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hrT6kspmlbM&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jJhNiEXbB9M
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zmSXng4zedQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GzeuxbthFg8&feature=PlayList&p=7A337389395D6A6B&playnext=1&playnext_from=PL&index=7
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V-D3c25_3l8
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http://www.womenrussia.com/russians.htm
http://www.cyborlink.com/besite/russia.htm
http://www.russia-ic.com/culture_art/traditions/337/
http://www.ehow.com/
http://www.google.com/
http://www.langust.ru/review/xeno-ru5.shtml

